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Called by the late Pope John Paul II a “providential seed of the civilization of love,” L’Arche is a sign of hope 
in a divided world.” 

L’Arche enables people with and without disabilities to share their lives in 
communities of faith and friendship. Community members are transformed through 
relationships of mutuality, respect, and companionship as they live, work, pray, and 
play together. 

In these ways, L’Arche USA gives witness to the vision that people of differing 
intellectual capacity, religion, and culture can come together in unity, faithfulness 
and reconciliation. While some of our communities were founded in the Roman 
Catholic Church tradition, today L’Arche USA communities are ecumenical and 
welcome people of all faiths. 
 
Become a L’Arche assistant  

 
What is a L’Arche assistant?   
At L'Arche, persons with a developmental disability are known as "core 
members," and “assistants” are those who come to share life with them. 
Assistants accompany core members in their activities of daily life: 
creating home and supporting core members in sharing their gifts within 
the house and the larger community.  
 
What do assistants do?   
Assistants work to build a relationship of mutual care and support with 
persons with disabilities; foster a home life of unity, mutual respect and 

participation by all members; provide direct care supports and skill building for core members: personal care 
needs, money management, medical care, appointments, family and work connections, household chores, 
laundry, medications, meal preparation, and transportation.  
 
What sort of commitment does L’Arche ask of assista nts?  
Most assistants dedicate a year or two to L’Arche, although some of our communities welcome assistants for 
a shorter period of time. Some assistants also choose to renew their commitment at the end of that time. 
Because of the nature of L’Arche, building and fostering intentional relationship and community, a year or two 
offers community members time to settle into life together. There are also assistants that build a long-term 
home at L’Arche. The decision to continue living L’Arche is a thoughtful process for each assistant made with 
support from their peers, community coordinators, and others who surround the assistant in community. 
 
 

 
If L’Arche sounds like an interesting opportunity to you and you are interested in more information or would 

like to contact them, visit their website: http://larcheusa.org/ 
International opportunities exist 
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"Join the Missionaries of Charity in Ethiopia at the service of young women 
who have been rejected from society because of mental handicaps.  Pray, 
work, and discover the joy of loving with the Missionaries of Charity.  
 
For more information, contact Father Nathan at brudernathan@yahoo.com 
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